THE  FOUR GEORGES
That was in  1813, and seven years later Stratford
Canning noted in his diary,
"Mr. Bankes had seen Lady Hester Stanhope in
Syria; she was living in a small but comfortable house,
at the foot of Mount Lebanon, in full persuasion of
her being one day called to the assembling of God's
chosen people, in the capacity of Queen of Jerusalem.
This fancy, which Mr. B. represents as having taken
full possession of her mind, arose (as she herself relates)
from a prophecy which the famous Brothers made to
her many years ago when her superstitious curiosity
led her to try his oracular skill. He then predicted,
she says, that she would pass some years in the East
and reign at Jerusalem. She has already exceeded the
probationary term by two years."1
She died in 1839 surrounded by thirty servants, and the
same number of cats.
The sojourn of Pitt and his niece at Walmer was not
destined to be of long duration, for much as Addington
wished to retain office, his incapacity made the country
turn once more to "the pilot that weathered the storm".
When Pitt took office again it was clear that unless he had
colleagues of ability his health would not stand the strain
of conducting the entire government in time of war, and
also of replying to the attacks of the Opposition in the
House of Commons. He sought to include Fox in the
ministry, but the King would not hear of it, and said he
preferred civil war to that. So Pitt, with the hand of
death on him, had to go forward alone.
"The  two   protagonists   now  stood  face  to   face—
1 Lane-Poole, S.: Life of the Right Hon. Stratford Canning, Viscount Stratford
de Redcliffe, Vol. I, p. 292.
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